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Second reading and possible adoption of an ordinance providing for the

full consideration of protests of the merger of The South Truckee

Meadows General Improvement District into The Truckee Meadows

Water Authority; finalizing said merger; providing for the final dissolution

of South Truckee Meadows General Improvernent District and its Board

Of Trustees; and providing for other matters properly relating thereto. (Al1

Commission Districts)

SUMMARY

This agenda item is a continuation of process to approve merger of South Truckee 
'

Meadows General Improvement District C'STMGID") into the Truckee Meadows Water

Authority ("TMWA"). Notices of the dissolution of the district were sent to property

owners in STMGID and the Board of County Commissioners will be considering any

protests received. If the Board of County Commissioners approves this proposed

ordinance, STMGID will be merged into TMWA and dissolved effective upon the

completion of the pending merger of Washoe County's water utility into TMWA.

PREVIOUS ACTION

OnNovember 10, 1981, the Board of County Commissioners adopted Ordinance 519

creating the South Truckee Meadows General lmprovement District.

On January 29, 2OlO, Washoe County and TMWA executed the Interlocal Agreement

Goveming the Merger of the Washoe County Department of Water Resources Water

Utility into TMWA.

On December 11, 2}l},the Board of County Commissioners adopted OrdinanceNo.

1502 amending Ordinance 519, providing for the appointment of the District's Local

Managing Board as the new STMGID Board of Trustees and replacing the Board of
County Commissioners as "Ex Officio" STMGID Board of Trustees.
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On July 22,2[l4,the Board of County Commissioners adopted Ordinance No. 1539
initiating the dissolution of STMGD and ordering notice be given of the public hearing to
make a final decision on dissolution of STMGID.

On Septemb er23,2ll4,the Board of County Commissioners held a first reading and
' public hearing and introduced Bill No. 1725 providing for the full consideration of
protests of the merger of The South Truckee Meadows General Improvement District into
The Truckee Meadows Water Authority; finalizing said merger; providing for the final
dissolution of South Truckee Meadows General lmprovement District and its Board Of
Trustees; and providing for other matters properly relating thereto.

BACKGROT]ND
.

The Board of County Commissioners (the "County Commission") has the authority under
certain circumstances to dissolve a general improvement district. NRS 318.490. On Juty
22,2014,the County Commission unanimously adopted an ordinance (Ordinance No.
1539) to initiate the process of dissolving the South Truckee Meadows General
Improvement District ("STMGID"). The dissolution follows STMGID's decision to
enter into an interlocal agreement with the Truckee Meadows Water Authority
("TMWA") to consolidate their water utility functions. A copy of that interlocal
agreement was attached to the staff report that accompanied Ordinance No. 1539.
(http ://www.washoecounty.us/larse_fi les/aeendas/0 722 I 4/2 5. pd0. The interlo cal
agreement and the recitals of Ordinance No. 1539 explain the benefit to the water
customers of STMGID and the property owners in the district.

The STMGID Board of Trustees, the governing body of STMGID, adopted a resolution
making findings that the merger would be in the best interests of STMGID.

State law requires that written notices be given of the County Commission's intent to
dissolve STMGID and provides a 90-day period for the filing of written protests by
property owners in the district. The notice provides that written protests can be filed
before and at the time designated for a public hearing on the dissolution. After the
protest period and the public hearing if the County Commission determines that less than
a majority of the property owners of the parcels in the district have protested the
dissolution, it can proceed with the adoption of the ordinance. A majority of protests
would stop the County Commission from proceeding with the dissolution. The final
number of protests must be determined at the public hearing. There ue3,726 parcels in
STMGID. A majority of protests would be 1,864 or more.

The proposed final ordinance to dissolve STMGID provides that it would become
effective upon the completion of the transfer of property and other conditions of the
merger that are described in the STMGID-TMWA interlocal agreement. The
STMGID-TMWA merger is in tum dependent upon the closing of thq proposed merger
of Washoe County's water utility into TMWA. In the end, STMGID and Washoe
County's water utilities will become part of TMWA. Thus, the proposed ordinance
dissolving STMGID and the STMGID Boird of Trustees is tied to the completion of the
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both mergers. It will cease to exist only after all the conditions of closing those mergers

have been satisfied.

F'ISCAL IMPACT
The Ordinance finalizing the merger of STMGID into TMWA and the dissolution of
STMGID does not, in itself, create any fiscal impact.

RECOMMENDATION
It is recommended that the Board of County Commissioners adopt an ordinance

providing for the full consideration of protests of the merger of The South Truckee

Meadowi General lmprovement District into The Truckee Meadows Water Authority;

finalizing said merger; providing for the final dissolution of South Truckee Meadows

General lmprovement District and its Board Of Trustees; and providing for other matters

properly relating thereto.

POSSIBLE MOTION
Should the Board agree with staff s recommendation, a possible motion would be:

"Move to adopt an ordinance providing for the fulI consideration of protests of the

merger of The South Truckee Meadows General Improvement District into The Truckee

Meadows Water Authority; finalizing said merger; providing for the final dissolution of
South Truckee Meadows General Improvement District and its Board Of Trustees; and

providing for other matters properly relating thereto."



SUMMARY: An ordinance finalJ-zing the merger of Ehe South
'Truckee Meadows General Improvement Districi
into the Truckee Meadows Water Authority and
terminating the.existence of the South Truckee

, Meadows General Improvement District and , its
Board of Trustees.

BILL NO. ]-725

ORDINANCE NO.

AN ORDINAI{CE PROVIDING FOR THE FULL CONSIDERATION OF PROTESTS OF THE

MERGER OF THE SOUTH TRUCKEE MEADOWS GENERAL IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT INTO
THE TRUCKEE MEADOWS WATER AUTHORITY; FINALIZING SAID MERGER;

PROVIDING FOR THE FINAL DISSOLUTION OF THE SOUTH TRUCKEE MEADOWS

GENERAL IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT AND ITS BOARD OF TRUSTEES; AIIID PROVIDING

FOR OTHER MATTERS PROPERLY RELATING THERETO.

WHEREAS, the South Truckee Meadows General Improvement District.'
("STMGID") is a general improvement district and quasi-municipal
corporation formed under Chapter 3L8 of the Nevada Revised Statutes,
and. was created by the Board of Washoe County Commissioners on
November 25, 

.198L 
through Washoe County Ordinance No. 5l-9; and

WHEREAS, pursuant t,o Ordinance No. 5i-9, STMGID was established for
t,he basic purposes under NRS 31-8.L44 of distribution, sale and
delivery of municipal water services to property owners within the
boundary of the STMGfD; and

WHEREAS, afLer considering whether to integrate Washoe County's and
the Truckee Meadows Water Authority's (I'TMWA" ) municipal water
systems to better manage resources, to provide greater savings, and
to better serve the residents of the Truckee Meadows Community,
Washoe County and the TMWA entered into that certain "Interlocal
Agreement Governing the Merger of the Washoe County Department of
Water Resources Utility into the Truckee Meadows Water Authority"
dated .Tanuary 29, 2Ol-O ("ILA"1. A copy of the ILA between Washoe

County and TMWA is a part, of the record of the Ju1-y 22, 201-4 meeting
of the Board of County Commissioners; and

WHEREAS, the disposition of the STMGID is critical t,o integrating
Washoe County, s and TMWA' s municipal water systems to better serve
the residents of the Truckee Meadows Community, STMGID and TMWA

entered into that certain "Tnterlocal Agreement Governing The Merger
Of The South Truckee Meadows General Improvement District Into The
Truckee Meadows Water Authority" dated December LL,201-3 ("Interlocal
Agreement"), which sets forth the terms and conditions of the merger



of STMGID into TMV{A for the complete and orderly transfer and proper
disposition'of the STMGID assets, property and funds and TMVf,A,s
assumption of STMGID's powers, funct,ions and obligations uponmerger
("the Merger").. A copy of the fnterlocal Agreement between. STMGID
and TMWA is,a part of the record of the Jul-y 22, 2oL4 meeting of the
Board of County Commissioners; and

WHEREAS, in a duly noticed. public meeting, the STMGID Board of
Trustees adopted a resolution including a finding the Merger is in
the best interests of STMGID and supported Washoe County's adoption
of the ordinances required under NRS Chapter 318 to facilitate the
merger; and

WHEREAS, in a duly noticed publ ic meeting on ,July 22, 20t4, the Board
of County Commissioners adopt,ed Ordinance No. L539 initiating the
Merger and dissolution of STMGID which ordinance ordered that written
notice of the date, Lime and place for the public hearing on the Merger
and dissolution of STMGID and j-ts Board of Trustees (,'the Notice,, ) ,
and providing that written protests against the Merger could be
signed and filed by owners of property within the district at or
before the time fixed for a hearing on the protests pursuant to NRS
3LB .495 ( "the Protests,, ) ; and

WHEREAS, Board of county commissioners found it is in the best
interests of the county and STMGID t,o merge STMGID into TMWA, all
outstanding indebt,edness and bonds of all kinds of the STMGID have
been paid, will be paid prior to merger, or will be assumed or paid
by TMltiA; and'the water servj-ces of STMGID are no longer needed or
can be more effectively performed by TMWA,

NOW, THEREFORE, THE BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS OF THE COUNTY OF WASHOE,
STATE OF NEVADA, DO ORDAIN:

SECTION 1..

A public hearing was
to be continued to October
of the Merger.

SECTION 2.'

opened on September 23, 2OL4 and ordered
L4, 2014 for consideration of the Protests

The record of the Board of County Commissioners demonstrates
that the Notice. was properly given and the Protests, if any,. are
ordered to be attached to this ordinance which thereafter contains
a recitat of t,he Protests pursuant to NRS 3L8.4gS(2).



SECTION 3.

Through consideration of the Protests, the testimony of
property owners who filed Protests, other evidence on the record gf
public meetings held on the Merger, and by taking notice of the number
of parcels and property owners,within STMGID,. the Board of County
Commissioners has given fuII consideration to the Protests andhereby
determines that the Protests represent less than a majority of the
owners of properties within STMGID as provided by NRS 3l-8.495.

SECTION 4.

Through this ordinance it is declared and ordered that on the
closing date as defined in Article L of the Interlocal Agreement,
STMGID sha1l cease to exist and iEs governing Board of Trustees is
dissolved to-wit: "the date on which the STMGID Water Utility and
STMGID Assets are conveyed and transferred to TMWA, which shall occur
concurrently with the consummation of the CSD.Closing but no later
than one year following the date upon which all material
transactions, documents, obligations, and Necessary Conditions have
been completed, assumed or fuIIy satisfied and made effective,
including, without limitation, obtaining a1I consents,
authorizations, permits, licenses, certificates and approvals
required under this Agreement, or such earlier date as may be mutually
agreed upon by STMGID and TMWA. "

SECTION 5.

Effective upon the closing date, 3s set forth above and in
accordance with the Interlocal Agreement:

A. A11 of the STMGID'S water services, powers, functions,
responsibilities and obligations conferred upon and exercised by
STMGID shall thereafter be assumed and performed by TMWA;

B. STMGID,s service area in effect prior to that date sha1l
become combined with TMWA's servi-ce area and shall thereafter be
d.esignated as TMWA's Service Area. (Description of the service areas
attached to the Interlocal Agreement.);

C. A11 water customers that were previously customers of
STMGID sha1l become TMWA customers and TMWA shal1 have the right t,o
all future water revenues collected friom such customers to do with
as TMWA deems appropriate and necessary for TMWA's Water Utility
operations;

ii
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D. 'A11 of srMGrD's assets, its real- and personar property,
and all funds held by STMGID in its treasury shall be transferred
to, disposed of, and used by TMITIA to do all things necessary and
appropriate for the prudent operation of the TMWA Water Utility
System, unless the treatment and disposition of such STMGID assets,
property and funds are more specificqlly addressed ifr the Interlocal
Agreement; and

E. Except as may be otherwise expressly provided by the
Interlocal Agreement, the STMGID Ordinances, including its Schedule
of Rates as adopted by its Board of Trustees, are repealed and water
customers of the combined service areas shal1 be subject to t,he rates
and conditions of service under TMWA's Rules of service.

SECTION 6.

A. The appropriate offj-cers of the County, includ.ing without
limitation, the county Manager and the county Treasurer, are
authorized and directed to take all action necessary or appropriate
to effectuate the provisions of this ordinance, including without
limit.ation the generality of the foregoing, the preparation and.
signing of all ndcessary documents, 1ega1 proceedings and. other items
necessary or desirable for the Merger and dissorution. The
documents and instruments which may be signed incrude, without
limitation: checks, drafts, wire transfers, transfer d.ocuments,
deeds, trust documents, crosing memoranda, reconveyances,
assignments, terminations or notices. The county clerk is
authorized to make non-substantive edits and corrections to this
Ordinance.

B. Washoe County further intends that the Board of Trust,ees
of STMGD is authorized and empowered to execute and d.eliver all
documents and things necessary and proper to the performance of its
obligations and deliverj-es required. by the terms of the rnterlocal
Agreement, up to and including the effective date of the Merger and
may act t,hrough its Chairperson and/or such other officers as it may
determine to be appropriate.

SECTION 7.

A. A11 actions, proceedings, matters and things heretofore
taken, had and done by the County and its officers and appointed.
agents not inconsistent with the provisions of this Ord.inance are
ratified and approved.
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B. All ord.inances, resolutions, bylaws and orders, or parts
thereof, in conflict, with the provisions of this ordinance are hereby
repealed, ES of the effective date of the Merger as defined in the
Interlocal Agreement, to the extent only of such inconsistency.
,This repealer .shaII not be construed to revive any ordinance,
resolution, bylaw or order, or part thereof, heretofore repealed.

C. Except as specifically provided herein, this ordinance
sha11 be in effect from and after its publication as hereinafter
provid.ed., and aft,er this ordinance is signed by the Chairman of the
Board and attested. and sealed by the County Clerk, this ordinance
sha1l be published. by title on1y, together with the names of the
Commissioners voting for or against and with a statement that
tytrlewritten copi"" Jt said ordinance are available for inspection
by all interested parties at the office of t,he County C1erk, such
publication to be made in the Reno Gazette Journa1, a newspaper
published. and having general circulation in the County, at least once
a week for a period of two weeks by two insertions as reguired by
NRS 244.L00 .and any other enabling 1aws.

D. Each term and provision of t,his ordinance shall be valid
and sha1] be enforced to the extent permitt,ed by Iaw. If any term
or provision of this ordinance or the application thereof shall be
deemed by a court of competent jurisdiction to be in violation of
Iaw or public policy, then it sha1l be deemed modified, ipso facLo,
to bring it within the limits of validity or enforceability, but if
it cannot be so modified, then it shall be excised from this
ordinance. In any event, the remainder of this ordinance, or the

///

///



application of such term or provision to circumstances other than
those to which it is invalid or unenforceable, sha11 not be affected..

[Business fmpact Note: The Board of County Commissioners hereby
finds.that this ordinance does not impose a direct ,and. significant
economic burden upon a business, nor does it d.irectly restrict the
format,ion, operation or expansior-r of a business.l

Proposed on the day of , 20L4,

Proposed by Commissioner

Passed on the day of

Vote:

, 20L4,

Ayes:

Nays:

Absent:

David Humke, Chairman
Washoe County Commission

ATTEST:

County Clerk

This ordinance shall be in force and effect from and after the
day of
Section 4, above.

, 201-4 and. as specifically proviaffi


